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Blanche Abram and Naomi
Drucker first met each other
one Friday night 40 years ago.
Drucker was playing her clari-
net, and Abram was in the
audience at a monthly musi-
cale called the Friday Music
Club at which Long Island
musicians played for one
another and chatted.

“We both had young chil-
dren at the time,” said Abram,
- a professional pianist, music
professor at Hofstra Universi-
ty, Baldwin resident and moth-
er of four. “Rather than try to
pursue our professions by
traveling to out-of-town con-
certs, we decided to create a
framework that would allow
us. . .to pursue our life’s
‘work and be there on the spot
for our children.”

Drucker’s two children and
Abrams’ four are now fully
grown, so the women no longer
‘have to be “on the spot.” But the
American Chamber Ensemble,
which they co-direct, is still
going strong in its 40th year.
Next Saturday, the ensemble
— which now includes musi-
cians from New York — will
play its seventh annual concert
at the Weill Recital Hallat...
Carnegie Hall.

The program, “Mostly
Schickele,” features excerpts
from the ensemble’s newest
CD, “American Chamber
Ensemble Plays Peter Schick-
ele,” being released by Elysium
Recordings that day. It con-
tains more-or-less serious
‘pieces by Schickele, creator of
the supremely whimsical
P.D.Q. Bach. The concert also

ill include a composition by
ormer Brooklyn Philharmonic

usic director Lukas Foss,

ho is scheduled to attend,

d one by Albert Tepper of
evittown, who also plans to
ttend. Tepper is one of the

any local composers the

erican Chamber Ensemble
as featured. :

That tradition of premiering
ew works and often commis-
ioning them — about 40 in all

on the 1sle
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— continues on March 20, when
the ensemble celebrates its 40th
anniversary at a Hofstra Univer-
sity concert. It will play pieces
by Mozart and Schumann that
were part of its first program, at
the Freeport Unitarian Church
on Jan. 22,1965, and will present
the Long Island premiere of a
work it co-commissioned by
Benjamin Lees, a former Long
Islander who now lives in
California. Another founding
member, violinist Carol Feuer,
will return from North Caroli-
na to join the group, as will
original cellist William Grubb.
Working with a composer
on a new piece is an exciting
process, said Drucker, a Mass-
apequa resident and Hofstra
grad who is now on its faculty.
“When we have the composer
there at rehearsals, sometimes

adjustments are made. He
might agree to a different
tempo at our recommendation.
And he’s there to correct
wrong notes in the copy and to
make suggestions about the
balance of the instruments. We
get to ask him questions: What
does that mean to him, what
was his intention in that place,
that sort of thing. What we try
to do is make the music be the
composer’s vision of the
piece.”

Drucker, who handles the
ensemble’s grant-writing,
scheduling and other practical
matters, said she got her “pas-
sion for working with compos-
ers” while a Hofstra freshman.
“Albert Tepper was one of my
professors and the first person
who ever wrote a piece of
music for me.”

by Herbert Deutsch, back left, and Albert Tepper.

Abram and Drucker, shown 30
years ago, are celebrating the
group's 40th anniversary.

The ensemble has recorded
works by Tepper, by Mass-
apequa’s Herbert Deutsch,
both on 4Tay Records, and by
the late Elie Siegmeister of

ye
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